A. SYSTEM OF MAGIC.                        313

unutterable; and I might add, he seemed to have
some truth in it, for he published things unintelli-
gible.

His writings are either magic or enthusiastic, or
rather both, for I never met with many that would
pretend to understand them, and never with one
that was the better for them ; except it was one
very particular man among his admirers, who de-
clared himself to be the better for them, only, and
for that very reason, namely, because he did not
understand them.

Now that I may not seem to pass my censure
rashly, I desire that my more intelligent readers
will please to reduce the following things into
meaning, if they can, and favour us with the inter-
pretation ; being some particular account of the life
of this famous religious engineer, for I know not
what else to call him, and the titles of some of his
books.

By the differences and controversies in religion
which he knew not how to satisfy himself in, he was
stirred up and moved to ask, seek, and knock, that
he might know the truth.

Upon which, by the divine drawing and will he
was in spirit wrapt up into the holy Sabbath, in
which he remained seven whole days, by his own
confession, in highest joy : after he came to himself,
he laid aside the folly of youth, and was driven by
divine zeal earnestly to reprehend impudent, scan-
dalous, and blasphemous speeches, and did forbear
in all his actions the least appearance of evil, and
continued to get his living by the labour of this
hands, until the beginning of the sixth seculum,
which was the year 1600, when he was the second
time possessed with a divine light, and by the sight
of a sudden object was brought to the inward
ground or centre of the hidden nature.